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Evan Vucci / Associated Press 
President Trump’s “No 
collusion” refrain has been 
bolstered by the summary the 


THE MUELLER REPORT 


Findings favor Trump 


Campaign 2020: Boost 
for president — Dems 
may rethink strategies 
By Joe Garofoli 


“No collusion! No collusion!” has been 
President Trump’s mantra for nearly two 
years when asked about Special Counsel 
Robert Mueller’s investigation into whether 
his campaign coordinated with the Russian 
government to interfere with the 2016 elec- 
tions. 

Voters can expect to hear Trump repeat 
that refrain for the next 589 days until elec- 
tion day 2020, as his re-election campaign 
got a boost Sunday when Attorney General 
William Barr’s summary of Mueller’s report 
proved Trump right on that count. 

Barr’s four-page letter said Mueller’s in- 
vestigation “did not establish that members 
of the Trump campaign conspired or coordi- 


Probe: No conspiracy, 
but obstruction evidence 
deemed inconclusive 


By Mark Mazzetti and Katie Benner 


WASHINGTON — The investigation led by 
Robert Mueller found no evidence that Presi- 
dent Trump or any of his aides coordinated 
with the Russian government’s 2016 election 
interference, according to a summary of the 
special counsel’s key findings made public 
Sunday by Attorney General William Barr. 

Mueller, who spent nearly two years in- 
vestigating Moscow’s determined effort to 
sabotage the last presidential election, found 
no conspiracy “despite multiple offers from 
Russian-affiliated individuals to assist the 
Trump campaign,” Barr wrote in a letter to 
lawmakers. 

Mueller’s team drew no conclusions about 
whether Trump illegally obstructed justice, 


Cliff Owen / Associated Press 
Special Counsel Robert 
Mueller examined whether 
the president or his team 


attorney general released. 


» What’s next: Lawmakers and prosecutors will continue their investigations. AQ 


Campaign continues on A9 


Report continues on A9 


conspired with Russia. 


» Attorney general’s letter: Barr's summary of the report. https://t.co/UjB5XvSBeC 


State, U.S. 
at odds over 
clean water 
regulations 


By Kurtis Alexander 


CLEMENTS, San Joaquin County — 
When grower Brad Goehring looks 
across his rows of grapes, he can’t 
help but see a pool of murky water 
that breaks the rhythm of his vines, 
which otherwise stretch steadily into 
the Sierra foothills. 

The pool is relatively small, maybe 
half an acre, but vital, according to 
environmental regulators. They say it 
helps to clean the runoff from Goehr- 
ing’s fields and provides a home for 
critters such as marsh birds. And by 
law, it can’t be disrupted, which is 
what makes this mini wetland a head- 
ache for Goehring. 

‘Tm paying for this land, but I can’t 
farm it,” he said on a recent afternoon 
as he stood in his vineyards about 40 
miles southeast of Sacramento where 
the water chokes back his Pinot Gris. 
“This land is doing nothing for me.” 

Now Goehring is worried about 
seeing more cropland lost to regula- 
tion. He’s among the many California 
farmers caught in the middle of a 
tug-of-water between President 
Trump’s administration and the state 
over the reach of the federal Clean 
Water Act. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency is working to rein in the land- 
mark law and halt what it sees as 
excessive oversight of small marshes, 
creeks and ponds, like the scores that 
spill across California’s farm country. 
State regulators are seeking to main- 
tain and even expand watershed pro- 
tections. They say too many water- 
ways have been eaten up by human 
sprawl. 

“Our policy makes sure we are do- 
ing what we can to protect them,” said 
Jonathan Bishop, chief deputy director 
of the State Water Resources Control 
Board, which could put new rules into 
play as soon as next month. 

The stakes are huge. Whatever reg- 
ulation emerges between the state and 
federal governments will affect poten- 
tially millions of acres — where devel- 
opers may want to build homes, where 

Water continues on A8 


Sporting Green 


Cal fires basketball coach 
Jones after back-to-back 
20-loss seasons. B1 


Weather 


Cloudy, rain. 
Highs: 58-67. 
Lows: 45-53. B8 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


VANISHING VIOLENCE 


Empty Cells, 


Rising Costs 


Juvenile halls built for a feared rise in crime are now nearly 
deserted, but spending on them remains stunningly high 


Santiago Mejia / The Chronicle 


An incarcerated youth plays basketball during recreation yard time at Nevada County juvenile hall. 


By Joaquin Palomino and Jill Tucker 


NEVADA CITY — Inside the central command room at Nevada County’s 
juvenile hall, a guard scans a bank of video surveillance screens showing live views 
of the three cellblocks and other areas throughout the facility. 


His job, along with two other 
guards, a supervisor, a teacher 
and a cook, is to keep the youths 
held there safe and secure. 

All five of them. 

The 25,845-square-foot facility 
in the Sierra foothills was built to 
hold 60 youths. When it opened 
in 2002, county officials expected 
they would need the space. But 
it’s never been close to capacity. 

Five young inmates is average. 
The guard spends much of his 
day watching empty rooms. 

The scene is similar in juvenile 
lockups across California, a 
Chronicle analysis of county and 
state data found. With youth 


crime at historic lows, authorities 
increasingly choosing not to 
detain adolescents for minor 
offenses and a push by the state 
for less punitive forms of justice, 
juvenile hall populations have 
plummeted. 

On an average day, roughly 
4,100 youths are held in county- 
run halls and camps throughout 
the state — about a third of the 
number locked up in 1999. The 
decline has left about 8,800 beds 
empty. With so few children in 
custody, the costs to keep them 
there have skyrocketed. 

Often with more employees to 

Youth continues on A6 


TODAY 


» Part 2: Many 
California juvenile halls 
now nearly deserted, but 
spending remains 
stunningly high. 


ONLINE 

» Part 1: Investigation 
into California’s sharp 
drop in serious youth 
crimes. 

>» Reaction to 
investigation: Three 
supervisors seek to close 
S.F. juvenile hall. 
www:sfchronicle.com/ 
vanishing-violence 


